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Would shutdown hit hard? 


It depends: Park closures likely to hurt nearby communities 


By John Woolfolk 


jwoolfolk@bayareanewsgroup.com 


The federal government has shut 
down more than a dozen times in the 
last four decades and the next could be- 
gin Friday at 9 p.m. California time if 
lawmakers hung up on immigration dif- 
ferences cannot reach an agreement on 
a spending plan. 

What will that mean? No, Uncle Sam 
doesn’t close up shop completely in a 
shutdown. Social Security and Medicare 
payments continue, food stamps still get 
distributed, and activities related to na- 
tional security, such as the military and 
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FILE PHOTO BY PATRICK TEHAN — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
A government shutdown would likely close Yosemite 


National Park, as happened in 2013. 


IS DACA FIGHT 
HEADED TO 
HIGH COURT? 


The Trump admin- 
istration will ask 
the Supreme Court 
to intervene in the 
case of the Dream- 
ers Act, bypassing 
the California- 
based 9th Circuit, in 
its bid to phase out 
the program that 
protects children of 
immigrants. A5 


Something to bark about: California sea lion population 
triples and is back to normal levels. Now, about that biting ... 


ENVIRONMENTAL 
SUCCESS STORY 


Sea lions bask in the winter sun at Pier 39in San Francisco. The lovable favorites of t 


By Paul Rogers 


progers@bayareanewsgroup.com 


The West Coast’s population of 
California sea lions — the playful 
marine animals that delight tour- 
ists on the Santa Cruz waterfront 
and San Francisco’s Fisherman’s 
Wharf while competing with 
salmon fishermen for valuable 
catches — has tripled in the past 
40 years to more than 250,000. 

In a study released Wednesday, 
federal biologists say strict envi- 
ronmental laws to protect ma- 
rine mammals have worked so 
well that California sea lions have 
become the first marine mam- 
mal that lives along the entire 
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ourists are seeing a population boom. 


ural carrying capacity. That’s the 
maximum population size a spe- 
cies can reach based on an area’s 
available food. 

“There have been ups and 
downs, but generally the trend has 
been upward,” said Sharon Melin, 
a biologist with the National Oce- 
anic and Atmospheric Administra- 
tion in Seattle. 

In 1972, with the public alarmed 
that the hunting of whales and 
other animals was threatening to 
drive some species to extinction, 
President Richard Nixon signed 
the Marine Mammal Protection 
Act. One of the landmark envi- 
ronmental laws of the 20th cen- 
tury, the law cleared Congress on 


Bills cut 
red tape 
for fire 


|| t oO 
‘Horror stories’ about insurance 


industry move lawmakers to 
bolster consumer protections 


By Katy Murphy 


kmurphy@bayareanewsgroup.com 


SACRAMENTO » California lawmakers on Tuesday 
took aim at the insurance industry after hear- 
ing “horror stories” from homeowners strug- 
gling to rebuild in the aftermath 

of a record-setting wildfire season MORE 

that caused more than $9 billion INSIDE 

in damages. A look 

“Californians hard hit by these atthe 
disasters should not be hung up by proposed 
insurance company red tape as they changes. 
rebuild their lives,” said Insurance PAGE A6 
Commissioner Dave Jones, also a 
candidate for state attorney general, whose of- 
fice regulates the insurance market. 

A package of 10 proposals, unveiled by Jones 
and lawmakers representing areas devastated 
by the Wine Country and Thomas fires, aims 
to bolster consumer protections in future di- 
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TRACKS OF OUR TEARS 


The former Frontier Village train T-boned a 
minivan Jan. 7 at a strip mall near Sacramento. 


Relic of San Jose's 
Frontier Village 
may be at dead end 


By Julia Prodis Sulek 


jsulek @bayareanewsgroup.com 


For decades after San Jose’s Frontier Village 
amusement park closed, the beloved little train 
had a second life with new owners who rescued 
it and sent it chugging around a Western-themed 
strip mall outside Sacramento. 

But after the mini locomotive T-boned a min- 
ivan and jumped the tracks in the parking lot 
last week, damaging the front end and frying 
the electrical system, the future of the 1960s-era 
train was thrown into doubt. 

“Tt’s the original train from Frontier Village — 
it’s the last working vestige of that amusement 
park,” said Bill Glasser, who inherited the train 
in 2008 when his family bought Burke Junction 
shopping mall on Highway 50 in Cameron Park. 
No one was injured, but the train is “kind of 
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Flooring SAL 


Laminate Flooring 


varieties 
from sq ft 


59+ 


Wood-Look 
Waterproof 


varieties & 9 
from sq ft 


55+ 


from 


Prefinished Bamboo 
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Prefinished Hardwood 


220+ § 179 


from 
sq ft 


+ 


LUMBER 
LIQUIDATORS 


HARDWOO 


The NEW YEAR is the time for 

NEW DEALS on beautiful NEW 

FLOORS at Lumber Liquidators’ 
January Flooring Sale! 


p FLOORS FOR LESS! 


While supplies last. Product prices & availability are subject to change. See store for details. 


1 Months Promotional 
Financing Available* 


*On Purchases of $2,000 or more made with your Lumber Liquidators 
credit card from January 10-23, 2018. Subject to credit approval. 
Minimum monthly payments required. See store for details. 


